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CEREMONY OF COMMEMORATION
AND DEDICATION
October 14, 1967
LAWN OF RODES· HARLIN, STATE, AND
TERRACE HALLS 10:00 A.M .
Presiding
Dr. Raymond L. Cravens, Vice President for Academic Affairs
ACADEMlC PROCESSION:
Pomp and Circumstance . . . ... . . . . .. ...... . .. . .. . .. . . Elgar
Western Brass Ensemble, Mr. Bennie Beach, Director
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
INVOCATION . .... . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . ...... .. Dr. Ronald Nash
Head, Department of Philosophy and Religio'n
MUSICAL NUMBER - The Lord's Prayer , .. ... . ..... . . Malotte
Western Choir, Mr. Ohm Pauli, Director
INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS
COMMEMORATORY STATEMENTS
Finley C. Grise Hall
Dr. William M . Jenkins, Dean, BowHng Green
College of Commerce
Dr. Paul G. Hatcher, Dean, Potter College of Liberal Arts
Margie Helm Library
Miss Sara Tyler. Director, Library Services
Miss J ulia Neal, Director, Kentucky Library and Museum
Lawrence W . Wetherby Administration Building
Dr. Joh n D . Minton, Dean, Graduate School
Miss Georgia Bates, Assistant to the President
Bemis Lawrence Hall
Mr. Charles A. Keown, Dean of Student Affairs
Richard E. Thomas, Resident, Bemis Lawrence H aJJ
Barnes·Campbell Hall
Mr. Robert G . Cochran, Dean of Publ ic Affairs and
Public Relations
Larry G. Patton and George C. Thompson,
Residents, Barnes·Campbell Hall
Rodes·Hariin Hall
Mrs. Mary F. Burt, D ean of Women
Connie Mays and Joyce Barnard, Residents, Rodes·Hariin Hall
Charles L. Taylor Agricultural Center
Dr. Tate C. Page, D ean, College of Education
Dr. H . L. Stephens, Head, Department of Biology

Hardin PI,anetarium
Mr. John W. Sagabiel, Dean of Men
Mr. Walter Nalbach, Head, Department of Industrial Arts
Kelly Thompson Complex for Science
Dr. Marvin W . Russell, Dean, Ogden College of Science
and Technology
Mr. Herbert J . Smith, Acting Regent and Trustee,
Ogden College Estate
DEDICATORY STATEMENTS
Representing the Western Student Body
Mr. William E. Menser, President, Associated Students
Representing the Western Faculty
Dr. Donald W . Bailey, Department of Biology
Representing the Western Alumni
Dr. W. Burton Haley, President, Alumni Association
Representing the Western Board of Regents
Dr. H arry M. Sparks, Chairman, Ex·Officio
COLLEGE HEIGHTS . . .... .. .. . .. . . . . .. Mary Frances Bradley
Western Choir

INVOCATION BY DR. RONALD NASH,
HEAD, DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
AND RELIGION
Will you join me in prayer.
Our Father and our God, we wish to begin this ceremony
of dedication and commemoration by first expressing our
gratitude and our indebtedness to Thee.
We are grateful for all Thy blessings, but we thank Thee
especially on tlUs day for the opportunities of serviceopportunities for serving Thee and for serving others; and
we thank Thee also today for those whom we honor and
for the service they have rendered to this institution.
Bless this occasion and grant that throughout the day,
and throughout each day of Our lives, we may give Thee
the praise and honor due Thy name.
We ask these blessings through Jesus Christ, Thy Son.
Amen.
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY
DR. RAYMOND 1. CRAVENS,
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Western Kentucky University is honored to have each
of you present for this significant day in its IUstory, this
Day of Commemoration and Dedication, when we honor
eleven distinguished individuals and dedicate the buildings
which are named in their honor. I extend to all of you a
sincere welcome to Western on this IUstoric occasion.
You, who are familiar with the progress made in Ken ·
tucky higher education during the last four years, acknowledge the indispensable leadership of our distinguished
Chief Executive, Governor Edward T . Breathitt. Ladies and
gentlemen, will you join me in a special recognition and
expression of gratitude for our Governor who has honored
us with IUs presence today. Governor Edward T . Breathitt.
Governor Breathitt will address the luncheon for the
honorees and specially invited guests in the Student Center
at noon today.
At this time, we wish to recognize Western's other
prominent guests who are present for this occasion. To
perform this pleasant role and to make other appropriate
remarks, I now introduce Western's Vice President for
Administrative Affairs and Dean of Business Affairs, Me.
Deco G. Downing.
REMARKS BY MR. DERO G, DOWNING,
VICE PRESIDENT FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS
Dean Cravens, Governor Breathitt, distinguished honorees, ladies and gentlemen, and all who are seated on the
stage and who wi ll be presented during the program :
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It is my pleasure to recognize some of our special guests
seated in the audience. First, I would like to ask each
person introduced to rise and to remain standing in order
that we may present the g roup for recognition.

We are pleased to have the wives of some of the honorees, and it is a pleasure to present them to you at this
time. Mrs. Finley C. Grise, Mrs. Lawrence W . Wetherby,
Mrs. H . Bemis Lawrence, Mrs. Sheridan C. Barnes, Mrs.
Don A. Campbell, and Mrs. Maxey B. Harlin, will you
please rise. Thank you . Will the audience join me in
recognizing these people.
In the audience are the wives of certain members of the
Board of Regents. Will you please rise as introduced and
remain standing until you have been presented. Mrs. Harry
M . Sparks, Mrs. Maxey B. Harlin, Mrs. W . Gerald Edds,
and Mrs. Hugh Poland. Thank you.
In the chairs between the flags , occupying special seats
of honor, are the members of the families of the honorees.
We particularly want to present them to this audi ence and
ask that they stand to be recognized as a group. Will the
members of the families of the honorees please ri se. Thank
you .
Perhaps you have already noticed that the printed program makes reference to the architects who have worked
with Western in designing and planning the nine buildings to be dedicated today. Will these gentlemen please
rise so that we can express to you our appreciation for
your contribution.
Accompanying the Governor to the campus today are a
number of persons who are serving in positions of responsibility in state government. If they will rise as they are
introduced, we would like to greet them. Miss Cattie Lou
Miller, Assistant to the Governor and Commissioner of
Public Information; Me. Field McChesney, Assistant to the
Governor and a W estern graduate of whom we are extremely proud ; Mr. Willi am T. McConnell, Chief, Engineering Staff; Mr. Keith Ashby, Chief Architect, Engineering Staff; and Mr. John Spicer, Project Engineer.
Thank you. We are pleased to have you.
Western is highly honored that so many distinguished
guests have favored us with their presence today. I only
wish that time would permit me to recognize individually
all of those who are deserving of recognition. I hope that
you will accept our sincere thanks, along with our best
wishes, for your coming on this memorable day.
Great inspiration has come to us from the unusually
large number of letters and telegrams received from W estern alumni and friends throughout Kentucky and the
nation. Please permit me to read a letter which illustrates
the inspiration which has come to Western and which
symbolizes the loyalty, interest, and spirit of all those who
are unable to be present.
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This letter comes from an alumnus who expresses regret
for being unable to be present on this Day of Commemoration and Dedication. His letter concludes with "and so when
they start to sing 'College Heights: think for a moment
of your old friend who once trod the sod with shoes worn
through the soles trying to find the truth." He enclosed the
following poem written by him and inspired by this
occasion :
IN VERITATIS AMORE
(In the Love of Truth)
How loud is acclaim that rings
From hill to valley to hill again
To sound its paeans of praise and glory,
Echoing resonant and resolute

To hail accomplishment absolute.
It rises on our city's western HlIItop
And reaches skyward as only the eagle
Can soar, wings spread, eyes fixed
On distant horizon, purpose to command.

I t is a time to pause and exclaim,

A time to name, to count the deeds
Of those who teach and those who learn,
Who did not falter but bore blame
Where blame was due others, with no regard

For credit or for fame. nor to change,
Or alter the record of attainment.
Write their names as bold they stand,
In spirit, if not in body and heart:
Grise, Helm, Wetherby. and Lawrence,
Barnes, Campbell, Rodes, Harlin, Taylor,
Thompson, devoted teacher, cherished son.
Acclaim, indeed, their honor by enrolling
Their names on graven keystones?
Far more, to engrave their spirits

And their hearts in touchstones
To the very stars that reach
Into the vastness of space.
Rather we should beseech,
Timeless, endless and eternal,
Endear them face to face the truth to teach.

REMARKS BY DR. RAYMOND 1. CRAVENS,
VICE PRESIDENT FOR
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Thank you, Mr. Downing.
On this unique occasion, we have the opportunity to
associate leadership and vision with physical evidence of
the dynamic growth of this institution. No one can ade·
quately measure the contributions which these distinguished
honorees have made to the University. This is true because
the foundation which they have established will support
the continuing progress of higher education as it makes its
indelible mark upon countless thousands of students who
will enter Western's halls of learning.

"

On this occasion, we want to express to the honorees our
formal appreciation. To express this individually, representatives of our academic faculty and administrative staff
will nOw make brief commemoratory statements. They will
be assisted in the recognition of the honorees by other
individuals from the Western faculty, staff, and student
body.
You may now wish to refer to your printed program of
the morning as we proceed with this portion of the ceremony. In each case, the individual program participant who
is listed first will make the commemoratory statement. We
will proceed at this time with these statements in the order
in which they appear in the program without formal introduction of the speakers by the presiding officer.

COMMEMORATORY STATEMENT
BY DR. WILLIAM M. JENKINS, DEAN,
BOWLING GREEN COLLEGE OF COMMERCE
Finley C. Grise Hall - H 01lOree: Dr. Finley C. Grise, D ean
Emeritus of the College

The magnificent five-story building which dominates
the below-the-hill area just off Sixteenth Street serves as
the temporary home of elements of the College of Education
and the permanent location of the Bowling Green College of
Commerce. Its merger with Western in 1963 reunited the
separate parts of Southern Normal School which originated
in Glasgow in 1874 and moved to Bowli ng Green in 1884.
The groundwork for this merger, which ended a separation of fifty-six years' duration, was laid by our honoree.
For it was the man for whom the building is being named
who established a cooperative program in Business Education between the Bowling Green Business University and
Western Kentucky State College in 1955.
It is indeed fitting that this splendid educational facility
should bear the name of the man who served Western
faithfully for forty-six years, thirty-two years of which he
served as the only Dean of the College.
As one of the State's most respected college administrators, he was a member of the advisory committee on teacher
education of the Kentucky Council on Public Higher Education from its inception until his retirement. In this
position he played a key role in the development of a number of state-wide programs, curricula patterns, and accreditation standards.
Our honoree saw service under all three of the presidents
who have guid~d this institution. Partly because of his tenure - longer than that of any other Dean - but principally
for his qualities as a respected gentleman, an inspiring
teacher, and a highly capable administrator, the Board of
Regents of the University has honored him. I am pleased

to JOIO with you and with my colleague, Dean Paul G .
Hatcher, in offering si ncere and heartfelt congratulations
to Dean Emeritus Fin ley C. Grise.

COMMEMORATORY STATEMENT BY
MISS SARA TYLER, DffiECTOR
OF LIBRARY SERVICES
Margie H elm Library - H onoree: Miss Margie H elm,
Director Emeritlls of Library Services

In the lobby of the Margie Helm Library, on the wall to
right of the entrance, is a decorative mural map of the
Western campus as of 1965. Inscribed in the lower right
corner are these words : "Back of the deed was the doer,
back of the doer, the dream ." Though applicable to all the
founders and builders of Western, the words are particularly applicable to Miss Margie Helm.
When Miss Helm was appointed to Western's library
staff in 1920, she brought to her new position the vision,
Or dream, of the library as a vibrant learning center, housing a scholarly collection of materials to serve the needs of
the dynamic institution that Western would become.
Miss Helm was tireless in her efforts to make the dream
a reality. Building on the strong foundati on laid by her
predecessor, Miss Florence Ragland, Miss Helm, in a distinguished administration of forty-five years, initi ated two
building programs for physical expansion, introduced library science courses into the college curriculum, and
promoted, in cooperation with others, the development of
the excellent research collection now housed in the Kentucky Library.
Being a true librarian, Miss Helm has contributed to the
profession at large by working and holding office in state,
regional, and national associations. Through her persistent
efforts the Third District Library Section, Kentucky Education Association, was organized.
Miss Helm was named co-honoree of the Rodes-Helm
Lecture Series in recognition of her constant interest in
cultural affairs on the campus. She has also found time to
serve in many church and civic capacities, thus enriching
not only the cultural life of the campus but also that of her
own community.
Perhaps a greater testament to our honoree is the affection and respect accorded her by students, librarians, and
others with whom she has been associated throughout her
career. These people are actively demonstrating the principles of the good life exemplified so eloquently by Miss
Helm both as a librarian and as a person.
I ask you to join Miss Julia Neal, Director, Kentucky
Library and Museum, and me in saluting Miss Margie
Helm as a distinguished librarian, a gracious lady, and our
valued friend .
6

COMMEMORATORY STATEMENT BY
DR. JOHN D. MlNTON,
DEAN OF THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
Lawrence IV IVetherb), AdminiJtration Btlilding - HOIl'
oree: Th e Honorable Lawrence IV IVeth erby, Former
Governor of K enttlck)'; Attomey; Legislator

It is quite fitting that the Administration Building at
Western Kentud.l' University be named in honor of an
administrator. History records that the Honorable Lawrence
W . Wetherby served his State well as a progressive Gov·
ernor,and many advancements were made during his five·
year tenure in that office.
Immediately prior to his leaving office in 1955, a leading
Kentucky newspaper paid tribute to his accomplishments
and statesmanship when it editorially declared :
"Next week, Lawrence Wetherby leaves the Gover·
nor's office that he has held for the past five years.
He may do so with pride. For in the final summing
up, only violent partisans . . . can deny that he has
been a good Governor, and one whose administration
has helped to advance the State and its people . . .
The record is good, Lawrence Wetherby has left his
mark on Kentucky, and Kentucky is the better for
it . . . he leaves his house in good order and he may
feel a rightful pride as he turns toward other pursuits ." (Cotlrier-Jotlrnal, 12·9-55)
Since then Governor Wetherby has continued to dedicate
his life to the public service of his State by his practice as
a lawyer, by his active participation in public and civic
affairs, and at the present time as a member of the Kentucky Senate, representing the 20th District of Kentucky .
As we pause to honor him this morning, it is highly
appropri ate that the Administration Building at Western
Kentucky University be named in honor of this proved
administrator and able statesman. The Lawrence W . Wetherby Administration Building will stand as a monument to
his accomplishments as administrator, statesman, and citizen.
Will you join with Miss Georgia Bates and me in this
recognition .
COMMEMORATORY STATEMENT BY
MR. CHARLES A. KEOWN,
DEAN OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
Bemis Lawrel1ce H all - H onoree: The H onorable H.
Bemis Lawrence, Former Member, Western Board of
Regents; Attorney

Bemis Lawrence established his first offici al relationship
with W estern Kentucky University when he enrolled as
a freshman in the fall of 193 2.
During his four years at Western, he fulfilled the definition of the all·around student, earning special recognition
for superior academic achievements, establishing himself
7

as an athlete of note by earning a regular berth on the
varsity basketball team, and emerging as one among his
contemporaries to whom others turned for direction and
leadership.
The prophet of the class of '36, had he been accurate,
would have foretold that this gentleman would become a
distinguished leader in civic and public affairs and that
one day he would serve his University as a member of the
Board of Regents.
Mr. Lawrence served as a member and Vice Chairman
of the Board of Regents for eleven years between 1955 and
1966. His service on the board, until his retirement in 1966,
parallels the administration of President Kelly Thompson
and represents the period of greatest growth and development in the history of the University.
The vision and the dedicated leadership of Bemis Lawrence enables us, and the generations that will follow, to
enjoy a greater University which is dedicated to the purswt
of truth and knowledge and to the service of mankind.
Mr. Richard Thomas, 'representing the residents of Bemis
Lawrence Hall, and all of us, Mr. La.wrence, express to you
our sincere gratitude on this day of commemoration.
COMMEMORATORY STATEMENT BY
MR. ROBERT G. COCHRAN, DEAN,
PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC INFORMATION
Barnes-CampbeJl Hall- Honorees: Mr. Sheridan C. Barnes,
Formel' Memb er, IIV estern Board ot R egents; IltJlIMlZce
Execlllive - Mr. Dolt A. Campbell, FOI'mer Member,
Westem Board ot Regents; BlIsiness and Civic Leader
I deem it a distinct pleasure and an honor to be allowed
the privilege of appearing on this platform today to pay
tribute to two of Kentucky's finest citizens who are great
and good friends of this University - Mr. Sheridan C.
Barnes of Elizabethtown and Mr. Don A. Campbell of
Lebanon.
A giant nine-story building, which provides excellent
housing facili ties for 392 young men, is named in honor
of these two gentlemen. Located at the corner of 17th
Street and Normal Drive, this imposing structure stands
as a monument to these men who, as members of the
Western Board of Regents, rendered significant, dedicated,
and far-reaching service to this University. It is good that
we pause here in these turbulent and swiftly-changing times,
on this Day of Commemoration and Dedication, to honor
these men who stand high among their peers, respected
and revered by all who know them.
Mr. Barnes is widely known throughout the Commonwealth as an honorable and capable insurance executive.
He does not hoard his valuable time and talents but shares
them generously wherever and whenever he can be of service to his fellowman. Ask anyone who has been allowed the
pleasure of knowing Mr. Barnes. He is always ready for
duty when his community, his state, or his nation calls upon
him.
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Mr. Campbell is a man of identical caliber. His contributions to society make a long and impressive list of accomplishments. He is never too busy to take On another assignment if the cause is a worthy one and will advance the
welfare of his people.
Mr. Barnes served on the Board of Regents from 1955
until 1958; Mr. Campbell served from 1955 until 1956.
Their efforts in Western 's behalf while members of the
University's highest governing body were exemplary.
W estern is proud of these two men and cherishes their
loyal support and friendship .
I want tn thank Mr. Larry G. Patton and Mr. George
Thompson, residents of Barnes-Camfbell Hall, for their
assistance in the formal recogni tion 0 Mr. Barnes and Mr.
Campbell.
We pledge to you that never will we falter or shirk in
our duties and obligations to this Un iversity, but we shall
ever strive mightily to follow the examples you have set
for us.
COMMEMORATORY STATEMENT BY
MRS, MARY F. BURT,
DEAN OF WOMEN
Rodes-Hal'lill H all- Honorees: The H onorable John B.
Rodes, Former Member, I/Vestel'll Board of Regents; Distil1gllished J1Irist - The HOll0rable Max B. H arlill; Dislil1gllished Atlomey (D eceased); Father of Maxey B. H arlin
It is my sincere pleasure on this Day of Commemoration
and D edication to make a few remarks about Rodes-Harlin
Residence H all and the two men for whom the building
is named.
This beautiful new structure accommodates four-hundred
women, and its brick, concrete, and steel symbo lize the
strength of character and the manliness of the distinguished
gentlemen in whose lasting memory it is designated. It is our
wish that this building represent the courage manifested
in the lives of Judge John B. Rodes and of the late Mr.
Max B. H arlin.
It is fitting and proper that a building on the Western
campus be named for these outstanding citizens. Both men
served as members of the Board of Regents. Judge Rodes
was also a trustee of Ogden College.
The honorable Max B. H arlin moved to Bowling Green
with his parents from Clay County, Tennessee, when he
was three years of age. He grew up in this vicinity and
was educated in the W arren County schools. Later, Mr.
Harlin was admitted to the bar and was a respected attorney
in Bowling Green for many years prior to his death.
During his law career, M r. H arlin became associated with
Judge Rodes and Judge Robert Coleman, Jr. Later, he
formed a partnership with his son, Mr. Maxey B. Harlin,
who is currently a member of the Western Board of
Regents.
9

Judge John B. Rodes is one of the most distinguished
jurists in the South. A native of Bowling Green, he was
graduated from Ogden College and was awarded the Bachelor of Laws degree by the University of Virginia.
Judge Rodes served as mayor of Bowling Green and as
President of the Kentucky Bar Association. He became
W arren Circuit Judge, serving in this capacity with distincti on for a number of years.
Judge Rodes was named "Kentucky's Outstanding Circuit Judge" by the Kentucky Bar Association, and he received the Silver Keystone Award from the National Boys'
Clubs of America for outstanding service in establishing
the Bowling Green Boys' Club.
The Rodes-Helm Lecture Series, which brings nationallyrecognized speakers to the Western campus, is named in
his honor.
Judge Rodes and Mr. Harlin deserve the respect and the
admiration of alL Their lives are such that our youth today
can admire and emulate them. For their tireless efforts,
and for their unfading loyalty and devotion to their community and to Western, we pause to allow Miss Connie
Mayes and Miss Joyce Bernard to give congratulations in
token of the high esteem in which these men are held.
COMMEMORATORY STATEMENT BY
DR. TATE C. PAGE, DEAN,
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Charles L. Taylor Agrimltllral Center - Honoree: Mr.
Charles L. Taylor, H ead of Western's Department of A gricllltllre, 1942-1958 (Deceased)
The Charles 1. Taylor Agricultural Center is being dedicated as a material symbol of the impact of a man on the
lives of others.
In commemorating Charles 1. Taylor it is well to remember the qualities of character he reflected to those of us who
knew him . In tribute to him, I have composed this poem :
He was a fine Christian gentleman,
A devoted family man,
A good neighbor
And a concerned citizen.
He was honest and fair in his relationships
with his fellow man.
Charles 1. Taylor, the teacher and leader,
Was a dedicated professi onal,
A concerned conservationist,
A humanitarian,
A fine teacher,
And a responsible department head.
He was deeply concerned about the welfare of his
students.
Inherent honesty and deep sincerity were the
foundations on which he built a dedicated life.
He was a man who left all better for having
known him.
10

Mrs. Taylor, it is fitting that your husband live in the
hearts of men and in the symbolic Charles L. Taylor Agriw lttlre Center.
COMMEMORATORY STATEMENT BY
MR JOHN W_ SAGABIEL,
DEAN OP MEN
Hardin Planetarium - HOIiOree: Mr. Hardin Cherry
Thompson, 117estel'll Studellt whose death ocmrred October
5, 1963, dtlring his se1liol' year. Son of P/'esidellt and Mrs.
Kelly Th ompson
The future "excitement for learning" is uniquely expressed
in the Hardin Planetarium on the campus of Western Kentucky University. The luster of her academics is enriched
by this maj or addition.
With this facility the young citizens of Kentucky can
explore the heavens and discover the mysteries of the universe. A brief description of this planetarium is found in
your program.
The planetarium is dedicated to the memory of Hardin
Cherry Thompson. Hardin, from the day he came into the
world, was at home on this hilltop campus. Its shaded lawns
and winding paths became his playground . The beautiful
slope of the Ogden campus, where the Hardin Planetarium
stands, echoed only yesterday with the voices and merriment
of Hardin and his young friend s as they enj oyed a winter
afternoon of sleigh riding.
As a university student, the classrooms and laboratories
became for him a place of excitement and discovery.
In his senior year, he was chosen by the faculty and his
fellow-students to be among those representing his university in Wh o's Wh o Among Sttldents in American Colleges
and Universities. His unfailing courage in the face of adversity is an inspiration to all. His exemplary life is a testament to a loving mother and father and to a happy family.
It is written in Psalms 19 :1: "The heavens decla...e the
glory of God ; and the firmam ent sheweth hi s handywork."
Professor Walter Nalbach joins me on this occasion in
dedicating this beautiful planetarium to the memory of our
good friend, Hardin Cherry Thompson.
COMMEMORATORY STATEMENT BY
DR MARVIN W_ RUSSELL, DEAN,
OGDEN COLLEGE OP SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY
Kelly Th ompson Complex for Science - H onoree : Dr.
K elly Th ompson, President, Westem Kentucky University
"Prom the inspiration of what is, and has been, let us
dream and create what can be - a continuously improving,
achieving, generating Western Kentud:y University." This
statement was made in a recent address by a man who has
11

lived "what is" and "what has been" at Western over a
longer span of time than either of Western's former
presidents.
In recognition of his leadership and his many contributions to progress in education, the Board of Regents, in
1961, named the new science building in honor of President Kelly Thompson.
Today, symbolic of the dynamic, healthy activities of
creating, improving, achieving, and generating that have
continued at Western since the dedication of the original
science hall, the Kelly Thompson Complex for Science is
ready for service to students, scholars, and the community.
Who among us can know what historians of the future
will say, or indeed, should say, about higher education and
its scholars and leaders in Our era?
Yet who would deny, either now or in the future, the
truth of the style of thought and action appropriate to these
times and to this place that ha5 guided the development of
this institution of higher learning through demanding years
of growth and change? The graduation of the present senior
class at Western will have a special significance for our
honoree. By next June, more college degrees will have been
granted by Western since Dr. Thompson was appointed
President in 1955 than in Western's entire previous history.
In the realm of "what is" and "what can be," students,
faculty, and citizens who engage in the pursuit of truth
and knowledge in the environs of the science complex on
the Ogden Campus will be reminded by the name on the
building of the importance of sincerity of purpose, fairness
and honesty, kindness and courage, sympathy and generosity, imagination and sensitivity; of duty and responsibility ;
of forthright leadership in the face of adversity; of solidarity and strength in defense of values and the dignity of
the individual; and of plasticity and foresight in the face
of inevitable or needed transitions in our patterns of human
activity.
Such a combination of values in conjunction with the
significant progress in learning and teaching should lend
credence to the thought that in the "what can be," perhaps
some poet of the future will say, as did Ralph Waldo
Emerson in commenting about the great cathedrals of Europe
- "They builded better than they knew; the conscious
stone to beauty grew."
Let us all join Mr. Herbert J. Smith, Acting Regent and
Trustee of the Ogden College Estate, in congratulating
President Kelly Thompson.
D EDICATORY STATEMENT BY
MR. WILLIAM E. MENSER, PRESIDENT,
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS
It is often easier, and sometimes more popular, to remember the bad qualities of an organization, of a piece of
machinery, or of even an individual. Today when we read
about college students and student governments, what quali12

ties do we find repeated and emphasized time and time
again? One merely needs a radio, a television set, or the
ability to read to tell you that the qualities emphasized are
the rebellious nature, the lack of appreciation, the demonstrations, the aimlessness, the immoral dress, the continuous
search for more power and freedom, and the apparent
inherent desire to be totally anti -administration.
But we, at Western, possess another side that is often
overlooked, overlooked perhaps intentionally, for the criteria used by most newswriters do not include the unexciting points on their preference sheet. This "other side"
consists of qualities that are overshadowed by the sensationalism of the rebellion of a minority of individuals who,
according to many adults, represent a stereotype for all
student thinking and ideals.
And sometimes we are known as the generation of the
"silver spoon," the generation who has supposedly had
everything given to it, appearing at the right time on the
chronological scale to reap the f rui ts of years and years of
sacrifice and labor - the cold, self-centered, and pseudoindependent generati on which observes an end product and
sees it as if it had always been there.
Today, I have the honor and the opportunity to correct
this fallacy, to speak for the to,197 students at Western,
presenting a glimpse of the other side, the unpublicized
side, the side of the maj ority, and to tell you that the
alleged barriers between student bodies and administrations
are not here today. I want to tell you that we are a sensitive generation, the we do have non-materi alistic values,
that the ageless and intangible principles in which you have
so long believed are also believed by us ; that our hopes,
ideals, and aspirations compare favorably with those of past
generations; that we are not gluttons; and that we do appreciate the sacrifices of others. For we are very much aware
that these structures which are being dedicated today did not
just happen ; they are the products of many persons who
have given unselfishly to us and to Western.
On behalf of past and present Western students who
are victims of some twisted philosophy; on behalf of those
who desire to say "thank you" but are forced to refrain
from doing so, I say, "Thank you." Thank you for being
genuinely concerned about students; for wanting the best
for us; for dedicating your lives to service; for sacrificing,
for dreaming, for praying; and, especially, just for caring.
Today we accept these nine structures as symbolic landmarks
of that dedication and concern, hoping that you will realize
it is not like trusting a beautiful flower garden to a gardener who does not or cannot appreciate the beauty of
flowers .

It is truly a rare occasion when students have the opportunity to express publicly thei r feeling, to have the honor
of becoming the recipients of years of planning and working. Thus, may I urge that the next time you think of the
student body at Western Kentucky University, you remem13

ber its other side, its unpublicized side, the side of the
majority! Remember that we took time from our busy lives
one Saturday morning to say sincerely, "Thank you," and to
tell you that those things which you value also mean much
to us, and to assure you that your interest in us has given
us a new interest in ourselves.

DEDICATORY STATEMENT BY
DR. DONALD W. BAILEY,
PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY
It is entirely fitting that this faculty, which I represent,
be reminded that every new classroom and every new
building brings with it a new set of responsibili ties and a
new door to progress. It is well to be conscious of these
responsibiliti es, because they, in turn, remind us that the
most basic of all responsibilities for a faculty member is to
foll ow untiringly a quest for truth.
I mention this basic quest for truth in the academic
profession because it is this very characteristic in the college
professor which is perti nent to this day of dedication and
to the future use of these buildings. The faculty member
is in this vocation and in this place because his search for
truth may bear fruit here, in the University and in these
buildings, which have been bu ilt in part to provide a place
for him to advance his search for truth.
The faculty member has learned in his search for truth
that everything is possible. He knows enough to know
what he does not know, but he also knows enough to know
that he can know. All barriers and limitations will be over·
come when, with such adequate facilities, we have the vision
to accept the challenge. The college professor is dedicated
to this conviction.
The faculty member finds in the university a place where
he may experiment in order better to learn the truth ; he
sees the teaching profession as an opportunity to convey to
others his own excitement and his own findings; he sees
students as recipients for new knowledge and as sounding
boards for his ideas; he sees these buildings as space - a
provision of the facilities and shelter so that these ends
may be successfully achieved.
It is in this context that I thankfully accept for the faculty
the responsibilities which these new structures bring, and for
the faculty I say that we dedicate ourselves anew to the use
of these facilities for the best ends towa·rd which the search
for truth may lead us. And finally, on behalf of the faculty,
I should like in turn to challenge you, the legislators of
Kentucky and the administrators of Western Kentucky
University. I challenge you to ask not how much better
the faculty will work and teach because of these new
buildings. I bid you to ask yourselves : "How many more
buildings will I be willing to build to provide the space to
support this search for truth?"
14

Do not fear that the faculty will not rise to a level fitting
for this generation, these days, and this occasion; but, instead, be assured that, with the help of God, we are dedicated without reservation to serve faithfully in the endless
pursuit of truth.
DEDICATORY STATEMENT BY
DR. W . BURTON HALEY, PRESIDENT,
WESTERN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
I am here to represent several thousand loyal alumni
of Western, and on this occasion I am honored by being
allowed to say a few words in their behalf. These structures
being dedicated today, like many changes since we were
young, represent progress. I cannot say that they represent
success, for success is not arriving at a summit of a mountain
as a final destination. It is a continuing upward spiral of
progress. It is perpetual growth. These are but the signs of
it.
Time will not permit a long discourse on each of these
buildings nor on the names of those to be inscribed on
them . However, Daniel Webster made an observation which
I think may be appropriate:
"If we work upon marble it will perish,
If we work upon brass, time 'Will deface it;
If we rear temples, they will crumble into dust.
But if we work upon mortal minds,
If we imbue them with principles,
With just fear of God and love of our fellow man,
We engrave on these tablets something that will
brighten all eternity."
Such is the purpose for which these buildings have been
erected. Such is the dedication of those whom we honor
today. Such is the goal of those who direct this university
now. And God willing, it will ever be so.
DEDICATORY STATEMENT BY
DR. HARRY M. SPARKS.
CHAIRMAN,
WESTERN BOARD OF REGENTS,
AND STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
It is my honor to represent the Board of Regents at this
moment of Commemoration and Dedication. There are two
characteristics that I consider most necessary in life, particularly in one's life philosophy : Those characteristics are
idealism and pragmatism. They are expressed so well on
the seal of Western Kentucky University. At the top of the
seal, above Cherry Hall, we find the slogan "Life More
Life."
Life itself is pragmatic; more life is attained through our
idealism. Today we are here because of great idealists, who
are in turn pragmatic. We, in appreciation, commemorate
these dedications. We, in commitment, direct our own lives
toward the continuation of Western's growth and achievement.

You have an outstanding Board of Regents at this
University. They are professional men; they are dedicated
men; and they are men committed to the idea that the
purpose of a Board is to support, to free, and to advise
the leadership of this great institution. The Board has been
fortunate in that it has had an inspired leader, and you
are fortunate that you, too, have had for the past twelve
years a great and dedicated man, a man with great personal insight. Kelly Thompson is a man who has an effervescence about him which makes people love him, and
he leads them to do the things he seeks to achieve for your
University. Thus, out of appreciation of the Board of
Regents for him, we recognize President Thompson on this
day. Morever, we recognize these other honorees for what
they have done and for what they commit themselves to
do, and we are grateful to our Governor for what he has
done to facilitate the achievements which we dedicate here
today.
May r say to you, as a representative of your Board of
Regents, that the Board of Regents commits itself anew
in its dedication to build a greater and a better university,
in order that our Commonwealth may achieve its rightful
position among the other states. To this cause we commit
oU.r lives.
CONCLUDING REMARKS BY
DR. RAYMOND L. CRAVENS,
VICE PRESIDENT
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
r think it would be appropriate at this time to recognize
the members of ou r Board of Regents, so ably represented
by Dr. Sparks today.
r now ask each member of the Board to rise and to remain standing until I have finished the introductions. If you
will hold your applause until that time, I shall appreciate it.
First, from Scottsville, Kentucky, the Vice Chairman of
our Board, a prominent attorney, Mr. Douglas Keen; from
Guthrie, Kentucky, an outstanding baseball executive, businessman, and civic leader, Mr. Hugh Poland ; from Calhoun, Kentucky, a distingui shed physician, Dr. W. Gerald
Edds; from Bowling Green, Kentucky, one of our most
illustrious attorneys, who has represented one of the honorees today, Mr. Maxey B. Harlin; also from Bowling
Green, one of our fine physicians, Dr. J. T. Gilbert; and
from Owensboro, Kentucky, an outstanding dentist, Dr.
Chalmer P. Embry. Will you please join me in recognizing
them at this time. Thank you.
Ladies and gentlemen, in a moment we shall adjourn this
ceremony of Commemoration and Dedication. I would be
remiss, r think, if I did not express again the University's
appreciation to all of its friends and patrons - the Board
of Regents, the faculty and staff, the student body, and many
others who have made and are making an invaluable contribution to its progress, welfare, and development.
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I am sure that each of us will leave these grounds this
morning thankful that the University and we, individually,
have had this opportunity to express our formal thanks and
appreciation and to commemorate the evident contributions
of the honorees on this occasion.
To the honorees, may I address a personal message from
those of us who work and study on this Hilltop and from
those of us who represent Western in any way: We pledge
that we will dedicate ourselves anew to the high standards
which you have set before us by the contributions you have
made to this University. To you, I express again our thanks
as we officially incorporate the spirit of your ideals and
your example into the physical facilities of Western Kentucky University.
To conclude OUI program, the Western Choir will now
sing "College Heights," after which this ceremony will be
adjourned.
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LUNCHEON HONORING SPECIAL GUESTS
BALLROOM
PAUL 1. GARRET STUDEN T CENTER
12 :00 NOON

PROGRAM
Presiding
Mr. Dero G. Downing
Vice President for Administrative Affairs

Invocation ....•........ . ... .. . .. . . . . D r. O.

J. W ilson

Director, b uitl/tional Research

LUNCHEON
Greetings . ..... .. ... . .. . ....... Mr. Earl E. Edmonds
President, Senior Class

Introduction of Special Guests .. .. Dr. Raymond 1. Cravens
Vice President f or Academic Affairs

RECOGNIT ION OF HONOREES
Introduction of Speaker ........... . Mr. Maxey B. Harlin
Member, l/V estern Board of R egents

Address .......... The Honorable Edward T . Breathitt
Govel'llol', Commonwealth of K entllcky
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INVOCATION BY DR. O. J. WILSON,
DIRECTOR OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH
Let us pray. On this Day of Commemoration and Dedi·
cation at Western, we pause to acknowledge the bountiful
providence of our Heavenly Father. We thank Thee for this
historic day in the life of Western. We thank Thee for our
illustrious President, Kelly Thompson, and his inspiring
helpmate, Sarah.
We thank Thee for the distinguished men who so generously give their time and talents to Western as members
of the Board of Regents.
We thank Thee for the competence and the dedication
of the men and women who comprise the faculty and
staff of this institution .
We thank Thee for the loyalty and for the support of the
students, the alumni, and all of the friends of Western
everywhere.
God bless Western on this day and always, we beseech
Thee, and may it discharge well its duties to God and to
man.
As we fellowship here together, bless the food which
comes from Thy bountiful hand to the nourishment and
strength of our bodies, and use all in Thy service. Amen .
MR. DERO G . DOWNING, VICE PRESIDENT
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS,
INTRODUCING MR. EARL E. EDMONDS,
PRESIDENT, SENIOR CLASS
Ladies and Gentlemen, as we take note of the benefits
which will be derived from the added educational resources
provided by the nine buildings dedicated today, we are
guick to recognize them as valuable tools with which great
numbers of students may achieve academic success and
fulfill educational objectives.
One of the major factors in the success of any college
or university is its students. They are the heart of the
institution. Western is exceedingly proud of its student
body, which is well represented here today by several outstanding students. It is a pleasure to present one of them to
you to extend greetings. Mr. Earl E. Edmonds, the president
of the senior class.
GREETINGS BY MR. EARL E. EDMONDS,
PRESIDENT, SENIOR CLASS
Thank you. Dean Downing, Governor Breathitt, representatives of the Board of Regents, honorees, ladies and
gentlemen: It is a great privilege for me, representing the
W estern student body, to extend greetings to you on this
occasion and to welcome you to Western on this Day of
Dedication.
To Governor Breathitt, we pay special recognition for his
great contribution to the cause of higher education in the
Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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We are eternally grateful to the members of the Board
of Regents for their dedicated service to the University and
to the student body. Today we pause to say "Thank you"
to those being honored and to others whose efforts have
contributed to the continuing growth and success of Western
Kentucky University.
What we witness here today, the emergence of Western
Kentucky University, means more perhaps to the present
generation of college students and to those who come after
us than to any other group. We want you to know that we
are indeed grateful for what you have done for us and for
those who come after us.
Honorees, this emergence of Western Kentucky University will long remain a tribute to your energy, your initiative, and your good citizenship. Thank you.
INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS
BY DR. RAYMOND L. CRAVENS,
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Thank you, Mr. Downing. During such a brief program
as this, it is impossible for us to recognize each of the dis·
tinguished individuals who are present. However, I want to
introduce certain ones who are directly concerned with our
honorees as well as other individuals who serve as a sym·
bol of all the prominent guests who are with us today.
First, will the wives of our honorees rise as I call their
names and remain standing that we may recognize them as
a group: Mrs. Finley C. Grise, Mrs. Lawrence W. Wetherby,
Mrs. Don A. Campbell, Mrs. H . Bemis Lawrence, and Mrs.
Sheridan C. Barnes. Will you join me in a recognition of
these ladies. And then the wives of our distinguished Board
of Regents: Mrs. Gerald Edds, Mrs. Harry M. Sparks, Mrs.
J. T. Gilbert, Mrs. Maxie Harlin, and Mrs. Hugh Poland.
Let us recognize them at this time.
Here at the head table, I think it would be fitting if
we recognize one of our outstanding Western students who,
only a few months ago, was honored by being selected
Miss Kentucky - Miss Joanne Clark. Miss Clark.
If these individuals in' the audience will please rise and
remain standing : Miss Kathrine Peden, our Commissioner
of Commerce; Miss Cattie Lou Miller, Assistant to the
Governor and Commissioner of Public Information; Mr.
Field McChesney, Assistant to the Governor; and Mr.
Mack Sisk, Director, Division of Industrial Information.
Shall we ~ecognize these distinguished individuals.
RECOGNITION OF HONOREES BY
MR. DERO G. DOWNING, VICE PRESIDENT
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS
With your permission, Dean Cravens, may I also intro·
duce at the speakers' table Mrs. Cravens on my right, Mrs.
Downing on my left, and to my extreme left, Mrs. O. J.
Wilson.
As a tribute to the honorees for whom the nine buildings
dedicated today have been named, two presentations are
being made to commemorate the occasion.
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The College Heights Foundation is an organization which
has engaged in many worthy projects since it was first
incorporated in 1923. Typical of the thoughtful generosity
of this organization is its decision to present an engraved
silver bowl to each of the honorees. These presentations
will be made by members of the College Heights Foundation Board of Directors .
At the same time, the honorees will be presented the
commemoratory banners as mementos of this day.
To Dr. Finley C. Grise, the bowl will be presented by
Mr. James M. Hill. The bowl and the banner will be
brought to the front table for this presentation. Mr. Hill,
a prominent Bowling Green businessman, will make the
presentation on behalf of the College Heights Foundation,
and Dr. Paul H atcher, D ean of the Potter College of
Liberal Arts, will present the banner.
To Miss Margie Helm, the bowl will be presented by
Mrs. H . R. Matthews, a former member of the faculty at
Our Campus Laboratory School and a charter member of the
College Heights Foundation. At the same time, Miss Julia
Neal will come forward and make the presentation of the
banner to Miss Helm.
To the Honorable Lawrence W. Wetherby, the bowl will
be presented by Dr. C. C. Howard, one of Kentucky's
most outstanding citizens, a prominent physician from
Glasgow, and a member of the Board of Directors. Dr.
H oward will please come forward and make the presentation to Mr. Wetherby. Miss Georgia Bates, Assistant to
the President, will present the banner.
To the H onorable H . Bemis Lawrence, a silver bowl will
be presented by Dr. W. R. McCormack, a former member
of our Board of Regents and a highly respected physician
of Bowling Green. Mr. Richard E. Thomas, a student residing in Bemis Lawrence Hall, will present the banner.
To Mr. Sheridan C. Barnes, the bowl will be presented
by M r. Robert G. Cochran, Dean of Public Affairs and
Public R~l ations. The banner will be presented by Mr.
Larry G. Patton, a student residing in Barnes-Campbell Hall.
To Mr. D on A. Campbell, the bowl will be presented
by Mr. H ouston Griffin, prominent Bowling Green businessman. Mr. George C. Thompson, a student residing in
Barnes-Campbell Hall, will present the banner.
The most distinguished and lovable John B. Rodes is
unable to be with us today, but he is being represented by
two of his daughters, Mrs. Elizabeth Carroll and Mrs. Sarah
Graham . Mrs. Carroll will receive from Mrs. H . R. Matthews the silver bowl, and Mrs . Graham will receive the
banner from Miss Connie Mayes, a resident of RodesHarlin Hall.
To Mr. Maxey B. Harlin, representing his late father,
the bowl will be presented by Dr. W . R. McCormack. Miss
Joyce Bamard, a resident of Rodes-Harlin H all, will present
the banner_
Representing her late husband, Professor Charles L.
Taylor, Mrs . Taylor will receive the bowl, which will be
presented by Mr. Charles A. Keown, Dean of Student Af21

fairs. Dr. H . 1. Stephens, Head of the Department of
Biology, will present the banner.
Representing her late son, H ardin Thompson, Mrs.
Thompson will receive the bowl to be presented by Mr.
Houston Griffin. Mr. W alter Nalbach, Head of the Department of Industrial Arts, will present the banner.
To Dr. Kelly Thompson, the bowl will be presented by
Mr. James M. Hill. Mr. Herbert J. Smith, Acting Regent
and Trustee, Ogden College estate, will present the banner.
Also seated in the audience is a member of the Board of
Directors of the College Heights Foundation who is deserving of recognition. Mr. Charles Bell, wi ll you please rise
and allow us to recognize you.
In presenting the mementos of this occasion to these distinguished honorees, the College Heights Foundation and
Western Kentucky University extend warmest regards and
best wishes and assure these honorees of our continued love
and devotion.
I am pleased to introduce the gentleman who will introduce our speaker, Mr. Maxey B. Harlin. Mr. Harlin possesses the professional attitude, dedicated interest, and qualities of leadership which are evi dent in great abundance in
each member of Western's Board of Regents. It is a pleasure to present Mr. Harlin to you at thi s time, and he will
present Our speaker.
INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER BY
MR. MAXEY B. HARLIN, MEMBER,
WESTERN BOARD OF REGENTS
Chairman Downing, Governor Wetherby, Dr. Thompson,
distinguished honorees and platform guests, guests of
Western, ladies and gentlemen:
As a young lawyer, I always considered it a privilege
to go into the courtroom and go, what might be called, behind the bar, in the sense that I might interm ingle with the
other attorneys, and be there when trials were conducted
and the admittance of the public was restricted. There are
many privi leges which a lawyer has in becoming acqua.inted
with other members of the bar.
Some years ago I was fortunate enough to become acquai nted with, at that time, a young member of the bar who
was an outstanding lawyer. He is our speaker today.
I stand here in humility in the sense that this man is a
great leader in Kentucky.
T his is a Day of Dedication On the Hill. W e recognize
it as such, and we have with us today a speaker who is
truly a dedicated man. He is a dedicated man in government, he is a dedicated man as a lawyer, and he is a dedicated man as an educator and as a citizen.
In walking over to the Student Center, Dr. Thompson
told me a rather interesting little story that is somewhat
indicative of our speaker's attitude in the field of education.
T here is a little flower bed out here; perhaps many of you
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noticed it. It sits just a short way from the building and is
really an eye-catcher - just a whole mass of color. Dr.
Thompson told me that a short while ago, there was just
a path there; then someone came up with the suggestion,
"Let's put a flower bed there."
A short while later it was developed into one of the most
beautiful attractions we see in the way of floral exhibits
in this area, changing completely the use of that particular
little spot. And so it has been with education in Kentucky
wi th the help of such men as our next speaker, of men who
have vision in the growth of education.
Never has Western grown so much - not only in buildings, not only in the stu dents which now number 10,000
or more, not only in the appearance of the campus, but by
many other gualities in education in an academic sense, due
greatly to this man and to hi s foresight and his loyalty. We
thank him for what he has done for us at Western. I can't
say that his wife has not had a share in his achievements,
she being an alumna of the University, but he has devoted
himself ; and he has a soft spot in his heart, I know, for all
that has been done here in these few years. I want to thank
him for his loyalty, not only to education generally, but for
his loyalty to Western .
When we needed him, we knew where we had a friend .
We knew that he could help us and would help us, and he
spent many hours helping solve our problems. And so to our
speaker, I want him to know that we are most appreciative
of this devotion, this encouragement.
May I at this time introduce to you, in my judgment, one
of the great Governors of the Commonwealth of Kentucky,
Edward T. Breathitt.
GOVERNOR EDWARD T_ BREATHITT
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
OCTOBER 14, 1967
BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY
It is with genuine pleasure that I am spending this Day
of Commemoration and Dedication with so many of my
close friends to share my pride in the achievement of
Western Kentucky University and to pay honor to those
whose names will be perpetuated with these fine buildings
we dedkate.
I congratulate Western on this occasion, congratulate her
for having had these loyal friends and servants, and for
having inspired them to do the things for which we honor
them.
This is a varied group of people - a former Governor,
and an outstanding Governor - former regents, former
facu lty members, former students, distinguished judges, and
friends of W estern . All have seen something special in
Western . All have realized the contribution of Western to
Kentucky and to the nation.
In visiting this growing, thriving campus, it is not difficult to see why these and other great friends have been
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inspired. You have a spirit and a dedication to greatness
here, President Thompson, which far outweighs and outshines even these magnificent new buildings we dedicate
today. It is a spirit of Dr. Cherry's original inspiration,
nurtured and developed over sixty years by a succession of
college administrations, many generations of students, and
countless alumni.
To those of you here today who have given your names
to these buildings I offer my congratulations and my thanks
for your service. To those of you who represent deceased or
absent honorees, I know that today is a proud day for you
and that you cherish the honor of having a distinguished
name perpetuated.
We have visible, tangible evidence of our confidence and
oUr faith in the future of Western and the Commonwealth.
Nine buildings will keep this witness for decades to come.
These structures are the principal result of an enormous
expenditure on capital development at Western during the
years I have served as your Governor. The figure exceeds
$24,700,000.
And over the same period, state support to Western's
operating budget has increased seventy-five per cent without
any increase in state tax rates.
In fact, since the sales tax was passed in February, 1960,
all of our growth has taken place without any increase in
state tax rates. We are the only state in the nation with such
a record, and it has been achieved through economic ,growth.
At the heart of it has been the recognition that the best
investment we can make with the surest return is the education of our most precious resource, our young people.
The figures I have cited only represent the cost of our
investment in Western's present and future during the past
four years. They are only a fraction of the value of the
investment to present and future generations in Kentucky.
And I say again, as I have been saying for several years
now, that there is no bluechip stock in the world that can
match the reliability and returns from the investment we
have made in higher education.
Today, because the people have supported it, the legislature has supported it and there has been leadership at all
levels of this great State, we are now supporting higher
education at an amount six times greater than in 1960. It
is a great tribute to all of you who are the real friends
of higher education on this great campus, to the people of
this state and to the leadership that you have had here at
this institution -leadership which has developed such
confidence in hi.l(her education . We have been able to make
this investment because of faith in the future of Kentucky
by our people, based on the education of our children.
It has become fashionable among some people to recite
statistics about state indebtedness. They ignore the fact
that the voters approved this program for capital construction when they voted for a large bond issue.
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These people - who are not as far-sighted as this audience, ignore this fact, and, even more to the point, they
don't seem to have heard of the fundamental principle of
all accounting, namely, double-entry bookkeeping. This is
so, despite the fact that it was discovered at least five
centuries ago.
For we have iI/vested the money we borrowed and by
doing so, we have increased the shared wealth of the citi zens of this Commonwealth. The returns on this capital will,
in the first year, far exceed the cost of its acquisition . But
unlike the rate of interest on the borrowed funds, the rate
of return on your investment will grow many times over.
The returns we shall reap will be in the form of happier,
healthier, more prosperous citizens who will find ample
career opportunities at home in Kentucky instead of having
to seek them outside Our borders.
Kentucky is clearly advancing into a new era of prosperity, as follows:
( L) Non-agricultural employment will average at least
840,000 jobs during 1967 - a minimum gain of L40,000
or twenty per cent from 1963 .
(2) Manufacturing jobs will average about 225,000 this
year - an increase of 42,000 or twenty-three per cent since
L963.
(3) Between January L, L964,and August 31, 1967, there
were 749 announcements by manufactu ring concerns of the
location of new plants in Kentucky or the expansion of
existing faci li ties. When full production is reached, this
activity will provide at least 57,000 new manufacturing
jobs - not counting the secondary employment effects of
this many new jobs - probably at least 25,000 more. Plant
investments will total L, 126,000,000.
(4) Personal income of Kentuckians will reach $7.6
billion this year - a four year jump of L.9 billion or
more than thirty per cent.
These are a few key statistics, but they are dearly indicative of where we are going in Kentucky.
To sustain this growth - indeed to increase it - we are
building more miles of roads than any other state in the
nation. And I am speaking in absolute, not relative, terms .
We are very near the top among states in new industry.
But more significant, we have nearly doubled enrollments at our state-supported colleges and universities in the
last four years - and we are keeping their graduates at
home. These facts, more than any others I have mentioned ,
show that we have the key to the future.
T he buildings we dedicate today are symboli c of this
new era.

Fine buildings with fine facilities provide only some of
the pre-conditions of success in an educational institution.
They are no guarantees that they will be used wisely or well.
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But the fact that the people have provided these impressive new additions to Western Kentucky University reflects
the confidence they have in her regents, her administration,
and her faculty . Certainly, this is a confidence I share.
You recognize, of course, that such confidence is a challenge to everyone charged with responsibility for Western 's
progress.
You are
women to
throughout
cation, the
and all the

asked to develop able, alert, ed ucated men and
fill positions of leadership and responsibi li ty
the Commonwealth in industry, agriculture, educhurch, the professions, the arts, government,
pursuits which enrich our lives.

Upon your success in this missi on hinges, in large measure, Our prospects for the future of Kentucky .
You can depend On Ned Breathitt, the private citizen,
for all the support and encouragement I can give. l owe
you no less in exchange for the assistance you have given
the programs of my adm ini stration - and particularly my
goal of radically improving the opportunities for higher
education in Kentucky.

REMARKS BY MR. DERO G. DOWNING
FOLLOWING ADDRESS BY
GOVERNOR EDWARD T . BREATHITT
Thank you, Governor Breathitt. Western will continue to
value your friendship , and we hope to be favored by your
presence on frequent occasions in the future .
At the resquest of the Chairman of the Board of Regents,
J am asking President Thompson and Mrs. Thompson to
come to the stage.
First, we would ask Miss Kentucky to make a presentation of the red rOses to Mrs. Thompson, and as she is
doing that, Dr. H arry Sparks will please come to the
podium .

. REMARKS BY DR. HARRY SPARKS,
CHAIRMAN,
WESTERN BOARD OF REGENTS,
AND STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
Dean Downing, Governor Breathitt, honorees, platform
guests, and friend s of W estern :
This morni ng, th.e Board of Regents of Western Kentucky University had a meeting which is nOw in continuing
session, and Mr. Douglas Keen, Vice Chairman of the
Board of Regents, presented a reso lution to the Board . I
shall read it to you :
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RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, Western Kentucky Unversity has made
great progress in every facet of the institution's program in
the past several years; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Kelly Thompson has served as Presi·
dent and provided the leadership that made this expansion
possible; and
WHEREAS, this Day of Commemoration and Dedication
signals one of the most dramatic and momentous forward
thrusts of the institution during its enti re history; and
WHEREAS, this important milestone in the life of
Western coincides with the twelfth anniversary of the
selection of Dr. Kelly T hompson as President; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Regents of Western Kentucky
University is fully cognizant of the educational statesman·
ship which President Thompson has demonstrated at aU
times throughout his tenure; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Regents of
Western Kentucky University, at its meeting on October 14,
1967, commends President Kelly Thompson for his success·
fu lleadership as President of this insti tution on the occasion
of his twelfth anniversary as President and extends to him
the congratu lations and best wishes of the Board of Regents;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this
Resolution be spread upon the minutes of the Board of
Regents and that a copy thereof be presented to President
Kelly Thompson as a token of the confidence and high
esteem in which he i.s held by the members of this Board,
both collectively and individually.
W. GeraJd Edds
Douglas Keen
Maxey B. Harlin

H arry M. Sparks
Chairman

Chalmer P. Embry
T . Gilbert
Hugh Poland

J.

CONCLUDING REMARKS
BY MR. DERO G. DOWNING
It is certainly fitting that this high tribute be paid Presi·
dent Thompson on the occasion of his twelfth anniversary
as President, which will be October 17.
Ladies and gentlemen, it has been delightful having you
for this luncheon.
For those of you who wish to do so, we will certainly
be delighted to have you attend the Western-Tennessee
Tech football game.
Thank you. We are now adjourned.
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